
16. THE SURPASSING WORTH OF KNOWING CHRIST: Philippians 3:8-9   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- Q. What is your most precious possession? Theme: “The value of knowing the infinitely valuable Christ; the profit of knowing the 

mesmerizingly precious Son of God; the gain of knowing the majestically great Jesus”

 I. KNOWING CHRIST JESUS IS WORTH MORE THAN EVERYTHING ELSE  
 PUT TOGETHER (v. 8a)

PHILIPPIANS 3:8a “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”
 I) What does a Christian count as loss? Everything besides Jesus. 
⁃ Sailors throw everything overboard to gain their lives and not sink into the ocean; Christians throw everything overboard—their 

sin and self-righteousness, indeed everything the world has to offer—in order to gain Christ Jesus and know Him as their Lord.
⁃ What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? Nothing.
⁃ What does it profit a man to forfeit the whole world and gain Christ? Everything. 
⁃ A Christian counts everything as loss besides Christ Jesus! 
 II) Why does a Christian count everything as loss, besides Jesus? Because of the surpassing worth  
 of knowing Jesus Christ their Lord.
⁃ In Matthew 13:44-46, Jesus tells two parables,  back to back. I) Treasure hidden in a field. II) Pearl of great price.
⁃ CALVIN: “Whoever is not satisfied with Christ alone, strives after something beyond absolute perfection.”

⁃ Notice, Paul does not say “knowing about Christ Jesus my Lord.” No no no. This is an experiential knowing; an intimate 
knowing; an affectionate communion between the Christian and the Christ.

⁃ I want not only to know OF Him; I want to KNOW HIM. I want not only to know of his nailed-scared hands, I 
want to hold them! I want not only to believe that His side was pierced, I want to walk next to it! I want not only to 
glory in the lips that uttered “my God my God why have you forsaken me?” As He was crushed for my sins on the 
cross, I want His lips to kiss my head! I want not only to walk where his feet walked, I want to kiss His feet! I want not 
only to go to Heaven and then The New Earth, I want to go there to be with the King, Jesus Christ my Lord!

⁃ Oh the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord! He was crucified for my sin; can I not crucify my sins for Him?
⁃ I know Him but dimly now through the Bible and God the Holy Spirit; but I shall one day know Him fully face to face!
⁃ Q. Do you know Jesus? Is He the ultimate reality and treasure in your soul and your life? *In Christ, you at least know this a little

⁃ I think CHARLES SPURGEON was right when he said: “He who does not long to know more of Christ, knows nothing of Him yet.” 

⁃ You who are NOT truly in Christ by repentance of sin and faith in Him, hear me:  
If you are Christless, you a treasureless!

⁃ Oh you may think you have many valuables in this life, but they are a shadow—the substance is Christ! They can be ripped 
from your fingers at a moments notice, but Jesus has promised to “never leave you nor forsake you” if you belong to Him.

⁃ You who are in Christ, you have everything you need for everlasting joy IN HIM.
⁃ Mark this down: Jesus is not merely the prize-giver; Jesus is the prize! He is not just the blesser; He is the Blessing! 

Jesus is not simply the way to eternal life; He is eternal life!
 II. KNOWING CHRIST JESUS MAKES EVERYTHING ELSE PUT TOGETHER 
LOOK LIKE TRASH (v. 8b)

Philippians 3:8b “For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ”
⁃ This is why the Puritan SAMUEL RUTHERFORD said: “They lose nothing who gain Christ.” 
⁃ A Christian is not someone who says, “what do I have to give up” as much as they say “what CAN I give up to gain Christ?!”
Q. Which question do you ask: What MUST I give up to know Jesus? or What CAN I give up in order to know Christ Jesus my Lord?
⁃ To consider everything in the world as worthless in order to know Christ Jesus is like giving up trinkets for the 

Treasure; to give up the whole world for Jesus is like giving up an evening for Eternal life; to count everything as loss 
to have Christ is but giving up a shadow for the Substance!

⁃ C.S. LEWIS: “We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us. Like an ignorant 
child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far 
too easily pleased.” 

⁃ A mature Christian is someone who knows this reality: if you put every pleasure, praise, possession, profit, and 
person in the entire world on one side of a scale and then Jesus on the other, Jesus Christ outweighs it all.

⁃ This is why JIM ELLIOT gave his life to reach those who had never heard the gospel of Jesus.  
He said: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.”

⁃ Pile up all the worlds possessions, all the worlds praises, all the worlds power, all the worlds profit, all the worlds 
physical pleasures, all of the worlds people, and Christ outweighs them all! CHRIST OUTWEIGHS THEM ALL! 



Q. Now, how does Jesus in reality become your Supreme Treasure?  
A. When you look to Him in faith, clothed in the gospel!
 III. THE WORTH OF KNOWING THE SUPREMELY WORTHY CHRIST (v. 9)

Philippians 3:9 “and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—”

⁃ Sola Fide.
⁃ CALVIN: “Faith is like an empty, open hand stretched out towards God, with nothing to offer and everything to receive.”
⁃ Faith says, “Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling. Naked come to Thee for dress, helpful look to 

Thee for grace. Foul, I to the fountain fly; wash me Savior or I die!”
⁃ Let the world, the flesh, and the devil rage—Christ’s imputed righteousness shall stand!
I) Oh look to Christ being born into this world as a man, even as a baby, and hear Him say to you from that 

manger, “For your righteousness.”
II) Look to Christ saying no to sin and yes to obeying His Father at every turn, and hear Him saying to you, “This 

if for your righteousness.”
III) Look to Christ being scourged with whips and beat upon the head with rods yet keeping silent, and hear Him 

saying to you, “For your righteousness.”
IV) Look to Christ carrying His own cross to Golgotha and collapsing under its weight, and gasping for air as His 

face rises out of the dirt hear Him saying to you, “For your righteousness.”
V) Oh look to Christ letting the nails be driven through His hands and feet, and willingly laying on the wood, hear 

Him saying to you with splinters in His back, “For your righteousness.”
VI) Look at Christ hanging on that accursed tree, becoming a curse for you, bearing the awful wrath of God for your 

sin, and hear Him say to you from the cross, “For your righteousness.”
VII) Look to Christ buried in the tomb, and hear Him say to you, “For your righteousness.”
VIII) Look to Christ three days later arising from the dead as conqueror, folding His burial cloths, walking out out of 

that grave, and hear Him saying to you, “For your righteousness.”
IX) Oh look to Christ ascended back to heaven and standing as your Advocate at the right hand of the Father, and 

hear Him say to you just before He takes His seat, “For your righteousness.”
If when you see Jesus you were to ask him, “What did it cost you to make me a Christian?” I think he would say, “Everything.” 
And if He were to ask you “What did it cost you to be a Christian?” you would reply, “Everything.” What greater love is there 
between two beings than between those who each gave up everything to have the other? 
Oh give up everything you possibly can to GAIN CHRIST, for He has given every drop of His blood to SAVE YOU! 


